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Yau Tsim Mong District Council
Community Building Committee

Response by the Food and Health Bureau
on views towards the Elderly Health Care Voucher Scheme

To allow the use of voucher in the public healthcare service

On 1 January 2009, the Government launched the Elderly Health Care Voucher
Pilot Scheme, subsidising Hong Kong residents aged 70 or above to use private
primary care services including preventive care. Health Care Voucher can be
used for healthcare services provided by private medical practitioners, Chinese
medicine practitioners, dentists, chiropractors, nurses, physiotherapists,
occupational therapists, radiographers, medical laboratory technologists and
optometrists. Since January 2014, the Government has converted the Scheme
from a pilot basis into a recurrent programme, and starting from June this year,
the annual voucher amount has been doubled to $2,000.

The Health Care Voucher is introduced to subsidise elders to use private primary
care services and encourage them to use the services that suit their needs in the
community. Public healthcare services (including general out-patient clinic
services provided by the Hospital Authority and the Department of Health) will
however not be reduced. The service fees of the existing public healthcare
services are very low at a level that is affordable by most elders. According to
the Government’s fundamental principles, we would ensure that no one would
be denied healthcare services because of lack of means. The medical fee
waiver mechanism will take care of those families and elders who have
economic predicaments and cannot afford the medical service fee.

With regard to whether the Government will extend the coverage of healthcare

services under the Scheme, we will conduct an evaluation on scheme
effectiveness upon implementation of enhancements for a period of time.

25 September 2014
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1. WPURE—EREISVEY BT R E L IR ?
In the past year, Highways Depariment received 498 complaint cases related to
uneven paved footway in Yau Tsim Mong District.

2. HMEERALHEGKEAMEBEERR 7 NERREAEED 1
This Department is responsible for maintenance of its public roads as wcll as
arrangement of regular inspections. If any defects are identified, maintenance
works will be arranged in a timely manner to ensure the safety of road users.
Regular road safety‘ inspection including identification of any uncven or loosen
paving blocks at footways is conducted on monthly basis. For congested
locations, such regular safety inspection is conducted on weekly basis. In
addition, detailed road safety inspection covering footways is also carried out

separately every 6 months.

3. ﬁ*f%i%@%“@g%@ﬂw&ﬂwﬂ@' WPIEEARREHE » MEX
TR SRt 7
To avoid uneven footway surfaces, this Department has used mixture of sand
and cement as the bedding for paving blocks to strengthen the paved footways
and to reduce the potential loss of sand. In addition, subject to the
circumstances of individual footway, further measure is taken to seal the gaps
between paving blocks so that the joss of sand through the bottors of paving

blocks can be reduced.

4, TREPIRDUBTERIBREALL L FRE TSR LARE B 5]
w7 ST E R BT - |
This Department is now planning to repave of feconstruct some sections of
footway in larger areas to suit the sevice condition in Yau Tsim Mong District.

Urban (Kowloon) Region, Highways Department
7 October 2014
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